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CONFIDENTIAL BELIZE 51 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, BH, GT, UK 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ON BELIZE DISPUTE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LEAD FRONT PAGE ARTICLE IN OPPOSITION 
PAPER BEACON. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

LINDO SOUNDS WARNING FROM MIAMI - LAND CESSION DEAL STILT. ON 
BELIZE CITY, THURS. DEC 19: (SIC. OBVIOUSLY INTENDED TO BE JAN 19) 

SPEAKING TO THE BEACON FROM THE SHERATON FOUR AMBASSADORS HOTEL IN 
MIAMI. FLORIDA, USA. THIS AFTERNOON. OPPOSITION LEADER DEAN LINDO 
TOLD THE BEACON THAT THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE U.K. GOVERN- 
MENT IS STILL PRESSING FOR BELIZE'S ACCEPTANCE OF A CESSION OF A 
PORTION OF THE TOLEDO TO GUATEMALA IN EXCHANGE FOR A SETTLEMENT OF 
THE BELIZE QUESTION. 

MR. LINDO LEFT ON SATURDAY TO ATTEND THE THREE-DAY SECOND 
CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE ON TRADE, INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
SPONSORED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT STATE, BUREAU OF INTER-AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS AND THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, DIVISION OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE CONFERENCE WAS OPENED ON THE 18TH 
JANUARY BY HON. MAURICE FERRE, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF MIAMI. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ACCORDING TO A NEW YORK SOURCE, UK COMMONWEALTH MINISTER TED 
ROWLANDS HAVE BEEN BUSY OVER THE LAST WEEK MEETING WITH US 
SECRETARY OF STATE SILUS VANCE IN WASHINGTON ON THURSDAY; 

TURNING UP IN BARBADOS TO SPEAK WITH BARBADOS PRIME MINISTER 
GRANTLEY ADAMS ON MONDAY, AND GOING ON TO JAMAICA TO MEET WITH 
PREMIER MICHAEL MANELY AND THE BELIZE DELEGATION HEADED BY PRICE. 
THERE IS SPECULATION THAT ROWLANDS IS SEEKING TO INCORPORATE 
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THE ASSISTANCE OF THE US IN APPLYING PRESSURE TO BELIZE, AND MAY 
EVEN HAVE CONVINCED PRICE TO ACCEPT IF HE COULD GET HIS FRIENDS 
IN THE CARIBBEAN TO AGREE. HENCE ROWLANDS' TRIP TO WASHINGTON AND 
BARBADOS BEFORE GOING ON TO JAMAICA. 

OF COURSE, PRICE DID NOT GO TO JAMAICA ALONE AS RADIO BELIZE 
AND THE BELIZE INFORMATION SERVICE HAVE LED THE PUBLIC TO BELIEVE. 
WHILE THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION WAS SEPAKING TO THE BEACON AT 
4:10 THIS AFTERNOON, PRICE WAS TWENTY MINUTES FROM GOING INTO 
A SECRET MEETING WITH MR. THERENCE TODMAN, US ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS - PRESUMABLY TO BE SUBJECTED TO MORE 
PRESSURES. 

THE BELIZE QUESTION WAS REPORTEDLY RAISED AT THE CARIBBEAN 
CONFERENCE BY MR. CANUTE JAMES, PRESIDENT OF THE JAMAICA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, BUT THIS EFFORT REPORTED FAILED TO CRYSTALIZE THE 
PROBLEM. 

WHEN GEORGE PRICE RETURNS TO BELIZE, HE MUST BE MADE TO COME 
CLEAN AND TELL THE PUBLIC THE TRUE POSITION. END TEXT. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. 

2. THIS ARTICLE IS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE 
CESSION QUESTION HAS DOMINATED THE NEWS AND LOCAL POLITICS IN 
RECENT WEEKS. 

GAWF 
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